The MP3 DJ with the Wedding Remote
Release Candidate, 9/22/2005
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Make a Request Search by song title, artist, album or year.
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Greetings and thanks for being part of the MP3 DJ beta testing team. To be successful in running the MP3 DJ, you will need to consider yourself at least an intermediate-level Windows user. In particular, you will need to be comfortable with the following tasks:
· Downloading and installing programs from the Internet

· Unzipping a file to a temporary folder

· Running a program from My Computer or Windows Explorer

· Editing text files

Of course, if your enthusiasm outweighs your Window abilities, you can probably get Jeff to walk you through the process over the phone.

You will also need at least a small collection of MP3 music files. If you don’t have any, Jeff may be able to loan you a few.
Setup
· Download WinAmp 5 and install it in the default C:\Program Files\WinAmp folder

· Make sure you have Java installed on your system
· Ensure that you have Microsoft .NET Framework Runtime
· Unzip all the files to a temporary folder
· Run setup.bat from the temporary folder

Configuration
Playlist and Libraries

The MP3 DJ requires two simple lists of MP3 files: One is the “Master Library” and is viewed in the bottom pane of the MP3 DJ window. The other is the “Playlist” and visible in the top portion of the DJ window.

The Playlist is the list of files that will be played in the order they appear list. This is the list where you make the modern equivalent of a mix tape. Requests made by the guests are mixed into the playlist.

The Master List is all of the mp3 files that you wish to allow the guests to choose from. This list is typically contains all of the MP3’s you have to offer and sorted alphabetically.

The lists are plain text files containing the full path to each mp3. These can be created easily in WinAmp using these steps:

· Bring up the WinAmp playlist by pressing the PL button on the main window (with the play controls).

· Click the Add button on the bottom left of the playlist window and add individual files or entire folders

· Sort files by:

· Dragging them up and down the list

· Adding files and folders in the desired order

· Using the sorting functions under the Misc -> Sort button

· When your list is complete, save it by clicking the Manage Playlist button in the bottom right corner and selecting Save Playlist. Save the list to the Program Files\WebMP3 folder.

Settings
There are a few settings to customize. Most can be left at their default value. The first three, AlbumCoverDir, MasterLibrary and Playlist must be configured.

You can find the settings in WebMP3.ini, located in \Program Files\WebMP3.

· AlbumCoverDir: This is a folder on your hard drive where album covers will be dropped. Any folder will do (it just has to be valid)

· MasterLibrary: This is the path to the master library created in the last section. If it was saved in the WebMP3 folder, there is not need to specify a path to it (just the file name).
· Playlist: This is the playlist that the MP3 DJ will follow when it starts. This setting is optional; however no music will play until a playlist is loaded. You can load a new playlist while the DJ is running using The Wedding Remote.
· CutShort: Number of seconds to cut each song short. This is useful for the crossfading feature in WinAmp. Set to the match the number of seconds for the fade-out.

· WinAmpPath: The location of your WinAmp installation. This setting is probably fine as it is unless you didn’t choose the default folder during the WinAmp install.
· LastPlaylistIndex: This is the song number and playlist that was playing before the DJ was shut down. This is how the DJ remembers its place in the playlist between runs.
· ReadOnlyMP3s: Set this to true if your MP3 files have the “Read Only” attribute set (any MP3s that come from Jeff are read only). If this is set to false, the DJ will be unable to display the album cover art for read only MP3s. When set to true, any MP3 that is played becomes read only.

· AllowRepeats: Set to true to allow guests to request a song that’s already been played.
· ShowControls: Set to true to show the Next and Previous song controls. This setting can be changed through The Wedding Remote.
· Debug: If true, a separate log window will appear and console messages will be written to it as the DJ does its thing. 
· For advanced users, these setting are in WebMP3.hta:

· nSearchInterval and nSearchChunkSize: In order for the application to remain responsive to the guests, search requests done a “chunk” at a time, followed by a pause. These variables allow you configure how aggressive the DJ will search. The nSearchInterval is the time, in milliseconds, between searches. nSearchChunkSize is the number of songs to search each time.
The Wedding Remote
The Wedding Remote allows control of the MP3 DJ from a separate computer. It also provides additional functionality not directly accessible through the MP3 DJ UI.

[image: image2.png]=18
—

i — e
R Tt =
Vide Gortls | ShowContls | | Reaess | NoRewesis





The only thing to configure is the MP3 DJ Folder at the top. If you are running the Wedding Remote on a different computer, you will need to Browse to the WebMP3 folder of the DJ computer. If you are running the Remote on the same machine as the DJ, the folder should be already set.
Using the MP3 DJ

Running

After providing the MP3 DJ a Master Library and playlist, run it by double-clicking the “MP3 DJ” shortcut on the desktop or run WebMP3.hta from the Program Files\WebMP3 directory.

If you provide more than 2500 songs, the DJ may run a little sluggish for the first hour or two while information is read from the MP3 files. It should be usable, but a little choppy, during this time (and if it’s not, please let me know).
If the WinAmp window appears, simply minimize it. Once it’s minimized, it will not reappear.
Requests

When a guest makes a request the song is added to the pool of other requests. Then, the playlist is reorganized to place a random request from the pool every third song. The first request will be played three songs after the song currently playing.
Using the Wedding Remote
Running on the DJ Computer
A shortcut icon for the Wedding Remote is created on your desktop during the install. Just double click the shortcut to run. The MP3 DJ folder should be set correctly by default.

Running on a Different Computer

You must have your computers networked together to successfully run the Wedding Remote on a separate computer. Copy TheWeddingRemote.exe from the \Program Files\WebMP3 folder to a folder on the remote computer. Run the Wedding Remote and Browse to the \Program Files\WebMP3 folder. Run the MP3 DJ and your remote should be able to command it.

Using the Wedding Remote
Here is a description of each button on the Remote:

· Prev/Next Song: Tells the DJ to skip to the next or previous song.

· Forced Request: Allows you to play a song of your choice after the current song ends.


· Show/Hide Controls: Shows or hides the Next and Previous controls on the MP3 DJ.

· Requests/No Requests: Tells the DJ whether or not to integrate new requests into the playlist. Even in “No Request” mode, the DJ will still take requests; however the requests will not be played until the DJ is in “Request Mode” again.


· New Playlist: Allows you to start a new playlist. The music in the new list starts immediately.


Notes

Designed for 1024x768, small fonts resolution. Different settings and window sizes will vary in readability and appearance.

Enjoy!

Send me feedback at jlawlor@pair.com.
